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FROM THE EDITOR...

Welcome to a slimlined edition of the OK News!

First and foremost we hope that you have all kept well over the last 12 months. Hopefully we will soon be firmly on
our way out of the Covid-19 restrictions and looking forward to a brighter summer.

The OKA Office was not open during the the School closure in January and February, therefore the publication of
this edition of the OK News is slightly later than usual and, for the first time ever, we have not produced a printed
version. This is a one-off, purely dictated by time restraints - we hope to be back on track next year.

Inevitably the pandemic forced the cancellation of all our social events and (most of) our sports fixtures in 2020
and into 2021, therefore our content is slightly different this year. We have taken a look at finding out how the

pandemic affected the School and OK community, but without wishing to make the publication too coronavirus
centred have also had a look back through the archives.

Another sign of the impact of the lockdowns is the much reduced news from individual OKs - we hope that in 2022
we will have a bumper-sized edition with lots of news! Please help by sending in any news that you may have to
the OKA Office.

Wishing you all lots of good health!

Helewn
Helen Hopperton

Submission of articles:

We welcome articles for inclusion in future issues. Please bear in mind that it is not always possible to include all contributions and
we reserve the right to revise articles as necessary. The copy deadline for the next edition is 15th December 2021. All copy and
photographs should be sent to - , or posted to the OKA Office at the school address.

Please note that the views of contributors are their own and not necessarily those of the OKA or Kimbolton School.

Contact Us

OK President:  James Brown (OK 94)
Alumni Officer: Helen Hopperton (OK 85)

01480 862223
Website:

Old Kimboltonians’ Association

Old Kimboltonians’ Association group

@0IldKimboltonian

old_kimboltonians

(Cover Photo: Courtesy of E P Valletta)
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WELCOME

FROM THE HEADMASTER

warm welcome to the first ever fully online version of the OK News, at the conclusion
Aof surely the most discombobulating twelve months in the School’s history.In common

with every school in the land, Kimbolton sent pupils home on March 20th, 2020. For
the next five and a half months, Kimbolton School became a ‘virtual” entity, rather than a
physical one. Week after week of wonderful cricketing weather was unconsummated as the
School stood silent, tumbleweed blowing across the West Lawn. Whilst signs of life could be
detected at the Prep School, where children of key workers were fed and supervised whilst
undertaking their online lessons, the Castle provided a bucolic backdrop to the red kites who
became ever more daring in the breathless hush.

The Autumn Term began with high hopes. Initial ‘bubbling” would, we hoped, melt away later
in the term, opening up opportunities beyond the classroom. Sadly, Covid-19 has proved no
respecter of plans and, by November, we were slowly tightening the grip on what once passed
as ‘normal’ school life. The restrictions were not without merit as you could count our number
of positive cases on one hand...and still have spare digits.January to March saw another
lockdown; Summer re-written but without the sunshine. Online lessons now had a far more interactive flavour with the poor
teacher having to stare at a screen through the day (not necessarily what was envisaged on that teacher training course many
moons ago).

L

As | write this, with pupils back in school for the previous two weeks (wearing their masks in and out of the classroom), |
certainly don’t intend making predictions as to the future. However, everyone is in reasonably good spirits — so pleased to be
back. The school remains full to overflowing for this coming September. From an academic perspective, pupils are about where
we would have expected them to be on their courses sans pandemic — although a lot of practical/creative work has simply not
been possible without specialist, in-school equipment.

The real loss has been with all those enrichment activities which undoubtedly form a key part of the fabric of your Kimbolton
memories. No drama productions, hardly any music (how do you put together an orchestra when year groups cannot mix?),
virtually no fixtures against other schools, no trips, tours, CCF camps, no 6th Form Ball, and so on and so on.

You only get one go at education and the sands of time stop for no-one.

Yet optimism abounds, as it always does in Spring. | fervently hope that the OK Weekend 2021 will not go the way of the 2020
version and | look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on that first Saturday in July, sun shining and not a mask to be
seen.

Yours sincerely
Jonathan Belbin Headmaster

FROM THE OKA PRESIDENT

riting an update for the OK Association at the end of what has been a quite unique
Wyear was always going to be short. From an association point of view, very little

occurred. The London Dinner, Summer Reunion and Summer Ball were both
cancelled, committee meetings were held (virtually) but we had little progress to discuss and
our usual publication was not able to be produced due to resource constraints.

That said, | think at times like these, being kept up to speed on what is happening outside of
our immediate circle is more important than ever, and therefore we have decided to produce

a slimmed down and online version of the OKA Magazine. Being able to share stories, updates,
successes and also challenges is important for the OK’s and | am glad we are able to do that this
year.

Looking forward, we are hoping to be able to bring our events back online, including the
summer reunion, ball and sporting events, but as always this will be subject to change
depending on the guidance from the government and school.

It does seem like there is light at the end of the tunnel and before long we will be able to be back, surrounded by our family
and friends, and as an association we will continue to support our members and offer opportunities to meet, some of those we
perhaps have not seen for some time.

James Brown (OK 94)
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OKA COMMITTEE

The Committee & Representatives of the Old Kimboltonians’ Association

OKA Committee...

President: James Brown (94) Treasurer: Position Vacant

Vice President: Jonathan Belbin (Headmaster) Secretary: Helen Hopperton (Alumni Officer, 85)
Andrew Bamford (Staff) Josh Doonan (13) Alaster Gray (73) John Mayes (51)

Danni Belbin (12) Joanna Doyle (84) John Hitchin (71) Claire Murphy (90)
George Beverly (08) Hattie Gellatly (13) James Hodges (11) Joshua Spink (07)

James Brown (94) Theo Gibbs (68) Abi Hooton (15) Bill Skinner (Former Staff)
Thomas Campbell (14) Sarah Gill (12) James Hopperton (94) Fiona Whiteman (85)
Michael Capps (65) Charlotte Goodson (88) Jonathan Hunter (80)

Roger Watson (Former Staff) decided to step down from the OKA Committee last year after many years service.
Thank you Roger for all that you have done for the Association.

OKA Sports Managers...

The OKs below organise the teams for the various matches against the School teams; if you are interested in playing in any of
the sports please help by getting in touch with the relevant manager (dates of the matches are on the OK website) - it makes
their life a lot easier!

CRICKET - 1st XI Charlie Gingell 07972 071154
CRICKET - 2nd XI James Moore

FOOTBALL George Wilson 07411 101363
GOLF Charles Robinson 01480 860581
HOCKEY (Men’s) Alec Bryden

HOCKEY (Ladies) Natalie Gaunt

NETBALL Danni Belbin

ROUNDERS Charlotte Ralph 07969 882797
SAILING Alaster Gray 01480 461141
TENNIS (Men’s) James Hodges 07715286475
TENNIS (Ladies) Helen Hopperton 01480 862223

Are you interested in getting involved with the OKA?

We are always looking for enthusiastic OKs to join the OKA Committee and help drive the association
forward and organise events & reunions... for more information on what this involves please contact
Helen Hopperton, Alumni Officer:

/01480 862223
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SCHOOL NEWS

School NEWS

For obvious reasons news from the School is a bit different this year... staff and pupils have been just as busy, perhaps even more

so, but in a different way and with different demands.

Everyone had a brief introduction to virtual school at the onset of the first lockdown and school closures a week or so before
the start of the 2020 Easter holidays. The fact that Kimbolton is a Digital School where iPads are an established feature of pupil
learning helped enormously with the transition from learning in the classroom to both teachers and pupils following a school
timetable at home. It wasn’t without it’s hiccoughs (the Government’s pledge for every home to have fast, reliable broadband
still has a way to go!) but it did provide every pupil with a continuity in their education. By the time the second closure came
around in January 2021, everyone was well versed in teaching and studying from home.

We've answered a few questions below on how Kimbolton operated during this time on pages 12 and 13, but beforehand look at

some school news below.

STUDENTS ACHIEVE GOLD CREST AWARDS

Three Upper Sixth students were awarded Gold CREST
awards from the British Science Association in 2020.

Alice, Aryaki and Thomas all successfully submitted their
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) research to the national
accreditation scheme, which recognises outstanding student-
led work in the STEM subjects.

The trio completed their EPQ projects alongside their A level
studies and explored topies that addressed real world STEM
problems.

NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE PLACE

Mia, a Fourth Form pupil, won a place on a National Youth
Theatre summer course last year. She beat hundreds of
aspiring young actors in UK auditions to be accepted into the
world-leading organisation.

Due to the travel and social-distancing restrictions, Mia had
to complete her studies online, working with inspirational
directors and guest tutors.

KIMBOLTON DANCERS TO REPRESENT ENGLAND

Two talented Senior School dancer have been selected to
represent England at the Dance World Cup 2021.

Sixth Former Cordelia will be taking part as a soloist while
Third Former Emma is part of a modern dance squad from
Bedford. The competition is due to take place in Spain in
early July.

FIFTH FORMER SELECTED FOR BRITISH EVENTING
PONY DEVELOPMENT SQUAD

Fifth Form pupil Anna is just one of 17 pony and rider
combinations chosen to follow a training and competition
programme designed to produce a team to represent Great
Britain at the European Championships in Poland in August.
The schedule also supports riders as they work towards the

National Pony Championships in 2021.

DTE TEAM SUCCESS IN NATIONAL FINALS

‘Nova Racing’ - a team of six Sixth Formers were overall
runners-up (Development Class) in the ‘F1 in Schools’
National Finals 2020.

The team qualified for the event after winning the East Anglia
Regional Finals back in January 2020 (the third year in a row
Kimbolton have won the regional stage). As well as overall
runners-up they also scooped the award for Best Engineering
Car and were nominated for the Portfolio Award.

IMPRESSIVE SENIOR DEBATING

Kimbolton’s debaters won a place in the 2020 National Final
of the European Youth Parliament.

The team gave speeches and were involved in debates on

a range of issues from how to engage young people from
across the EU in politics, the war in Yemen, climate changed
and the growth in support for far right extremist groups.

This success was followed in November when eleven pupils
took part in Oxford global’s fifth annual Model United
Nations conference with around 700 other students, based in
43 different countries.

The pupils debated online in committees of about 80
students, with Third Former Caitlin receiving a superb top 3
position in her committee on the Environment, while Lower
Sixth Former Emily, representing China, won her Health
committee against 73 others.

ARKWRIGHT ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP

Lower Sixth student, Alex, has been awarded a sought-after
Arkwright Engineering Scholarship which identifies him as
one of the UK’s future leaders in engineering and related
areas of design.

Alex went through a rigorous selection process that assesses
academic, practical and leadership skills in STEM. He
completed an online application, a two-hour aptitude exam
and a university-based interview.
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SCHOOL NEWS

MATHS PUPILS SUCCESSES KIMBOLTON FEATURE IN TOP SCHOOLS GUIDES
Two teams of Sixth Formers put in a strong performance The School was delighted to be

at the international NABOIJ online competition. One team featured in the The Good School's THE
came 3rd in the UK and 156th internationally, out of 363 Guide ‘UK Best Boarding Schools =

schools, while the other team finished 18th in the UK. 2020’ and to being named as one (J O DD
Also, 66 pupils won certificates in the UK Mathematics Trust of the Top 100 cricketing schools in SCHOOLS
2021 Intermediate Mathematical Challenge. The Third to the UK, in The Cricketer magazine's

Fifth Form pupils achieved an impressive 4 Gold, 25 Silver respected Schools Guide 2021. G U I DE

and 37 Bronze awards between them. Eight of the pupils all
qualified for the next rounds of the competition.

PREP SCHOOLBUILDING DEVELOPMENT

As we went to print with the 2020 OK News the Prep School were just starting to enjoy the use of their brand new entrance.

Not only does it look great, but the timing of this new addition couldn’t have been better - the extra space helped enormously
towards compliance with social distancing.

Keep up to date with all school news and activities by following them on social media:


https://twitter.com/KimboltonSchool
https://www.facebook.com/KimboltonSchool
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/thisiskimbolton/
http://www.oks.co.uk/

SCHOOL NEWS

STAFF ROOM NEWS
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SCHOOL NEWS

OPEN MORNINGS 2021

Prep School - Friday 7 May and Friday 8 October
Senior School - Saturday 2 October

THE
GOOD

SCHOOLS

GUIDE
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Welcome to the Old Kimboltonians’ Association...

NEW OKS
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Student

Olivia Nwosu

Chloe O’Donnell

Luke Patterson-Tarling
Arin Pekdemir
Vivienne Percival
Nadia Pigott

Oscar Port

Lucy Price

Oscar Proietti
Autumn Raw

Oliver Robertson
Sophie Rouwenhorst
Sophia Saint

Amelia Saunders
Conovan Shea-Hodges
Matthew Smith
Rosie Smith

Thomas Smith
Aryaki Soni

Max Thomas

Tabitha Tajeiro
Laurence Turvey
Sophie Underwood
Katherine Watson
Ed Willan

Daisy Williams

Destination
Leicester

York St John
Writtle

Sheffield

Leeds Art
Nottingham Trent
Loughborough
Durham (2021)
Lancaster

Gap Year
Nottingham Trent
Apprenticeship - Ernst & Young
Sheffield

Kent

Nottingham Trent (2021)
Sheffield
Nottingham Trent
Nottingham
Sheffield

Durham
Winchester
Bristol

Newcastle

Essex

Liverpool

Cardiff (2021)

Course

Medicine

Primary Education
Veterinary Physiotheraphy
Engineering

Animation

Marketing

Sport & Exercise Science
Geography

History & Politics

Business

Business Management

Italian & Management
Computer Science (Games Tech)
Engineering

Fashion Marketing & Branding
Chemistry

Medicine

Geography

Musical Theatre

Mathematics

Geography

English & French Law

Zoology

Social Science

Top OK destinations over the last 5 years:

Nottingham Trent

Leeds
Durham
Newcastle
Nottingham
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OKA UPDATE

Updating your record with the OKA

he last few editions of the OK News have reminded you that you can access and amend your own record by means of a
username and password and logging into the Member’s area on the OK website.

If you haven’t yet got your login details, please email

A simpler way of doing this (for you rather than for us!) is to complete the online form accessed by clicking in
the OKA Membership area of the website.

PLEASE
CLICK

HERE

b

We don’t mind which way you opt for, all we ask is that you do keep the OKA updated when your contact details change!

Don’t forget that you can also use the to look up your old school friends and their profiles (if they have given
their permission!), update your own details and tell us what you are doing these days.

The only hard-copy communication the
OKA send out now is the annual OK News

ARE YOU RECEIVING EMAILS FROM THE OKA?

From time to time we do email OK Updates and other
relevant communications to all members of the OKA but we

magazine.

With increasing costs to us - and the
environment - we are trying to reduce the
number of magazines printed and posted,
and encourage OKs to receive an electronic
copy.

If you would be happy to receive an

electronic copy in the future, please email
us at:

have noticed on the email platform we use that some emails
are not being opened.

If you have given us your email address, but haven’t been
receiving any of our communications by email, please do get
in touch so we can check we have your correct details.

If you know that we do have your correct details, then please
check your spam folder and ensure that the OKA is on your
whitelist.

Thank you!

o — ] S
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OKA UPDATE

OKA Scholarship Trust Fund

For over fifteen years the OKA Scholarship Trust Fund has enabled two pupils each year to continue their
education at Kimbolton throughout the Sixth Form. Due to certain circumstances, such as redundancy or the
sad loss of a parent, the payment of full school fees for the recipients’ families was unachievable without the
additional funancial support.

The widespread impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the financial situation of many families has highlighted the value of the
Trust Fund even further. The Trustees are pleased to have been able to maintian the current award of £6,000 per annum,
despite the continuing lack of opportunities for risk free investment, and know that the award is greatly appreciated by both the
deserving pupils and the School.

Donations can be added to the fund capital to generate income over future years; under the terms of the fund the capital cannot
be spent, so your contribution will assist pupils in the future. Alternatively, donations can be added to the sum available to
allocate to the next award, in which case it will be used straight away.

If you would like to find out more and help ensure the continuity of
this support and made a donation, please do get in touch:

01480 862223

pportunity
Please remember that a donation of any size will assist in making it
possible for a pupil to continue their education at Kimbolton.
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REUNITING OK

Reuniting OKs

During the first lockdown many of you will have found yourselves with extra time - time to do those things at home that you
just haven’t got around to doing before and to try out new hobbies and skills, but also time to reflect on things and perhaps
wonder what happened to a friend from school who you have not had contact with for some time. Recognising this, and to give
some support to OKs who were isolating alone, the OKA instigated a ‘Find an OK’ iniative offering to track down and reunite long
lost school friends.

We received a good number of requests from you to keep us busy and were immediately able to put a few OKs back in touch
with each other. Some OKs who weren’t already in contact with the OKA were tracked down and others proved more difficult to
find, in fact we are still looking for them!

Read about a few of the OKs we reunited below and find out who are we still trying to trace...

Alan Raffie & Bill Downing (both OK 72) lan Burton (Former Staff) & David Wilkie (OK 58)
Alan got in touch from his home in Vancouver, Canada, as he was lan has spent a lot of his retirement researching
interested in getting in touch with William (Bill) Downing. Bill was and writing about the history of the village of
one of Alan’s best friends during their time together at Kimbolton; Papworth, where he grew up. He asked the OKA
they met up a few times in London after they left school where Bill to put him in touch with David Wilkie (OK 59)

had started a career in acting. who lived in Papworth at the same time.

Their contact dwindled and they both lost touch with each other. David is a member of the OKA so we were able
Fortunately Bill was a member of the OKA so we were able to re- to arrange for the exchange of contact details
connect them straight away, so after nearly 50 years the friends have straight away.

been reunited. Alan’s plan is to visit Bill on his next trip to the UK!

Simon Adlam & David Godding (both OK 60)

David lived in Croxton and used to catch the United Counties bus from St Neots to school each morning; Simon boarded the
same bus at Hail Weston. He now lives the other side of St Neots and found himself wondering what happened to David, so
decided to put the OK ‘Find a Friend’ system to the test!

This connection wasn'’t so simple as David wasn’t a member of the OKA and the last time he visited Kimbolton was in the
early 1980s when he brought his son to have a look around the School. Nevertheless we did a bit of detective work and
found contact details for a David Godding that matched our profile - thank you to Companies House and a local Rotary Club
newsletter!

A couple of emails later and not only were Simon & David back in touch with each other again, but the OKA also had
another OK to add to their current membership list!
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Research about
the effect of trust

REBECCA HEATH (OK 16)

joined Kimbolton in 2014 in the

Lower 6th and studied Economics,
Mathematics, Further Mathematics and
Physics. Kimbolton allowed my love of
economics and maths to flourish and
| went on to study Economics at the
University of Cambridge (King’s College).

During my studies | development a
particular interest in microeconomic
theory, experimental economics and
empirical microeconomics. After
graduating in 2019 my next step was
to study for the MPhil in Economic
Research at Cambridge (Churchill
College).

My dissertation investigated the effect
of ancestry on trust and trustworthiness
and to complete this it was necessary
to carry out online experiments. The
sponsorship received from the OKA,
together with funding from Churchill
College, was used to finance these
online experiments.

Generalised trust has been found

LOOKING FOR Sponsorship?

to increase GDP growth rates and
education indices, and to improve the
rule or law. The study of ancestry has
been used to assess the role of genetic
and socialisation factors relative to
experiential factors. There are three
explanations of trust: experiential,
genetic and socialisation. The latter
preducts that trust is passed on through
interactions with family and friends,
suchas observing parents, locking
doors or lending personal possessions
to friends. Ancestry refers to the line
of descent, which is measured by the
country of birth parents, grandparents
and more distant relatives. If ancestry
has a significant effect after controlling
for life experiences and country of
residence, it provides evidence for the
genetic and socialisation explanation of
trust.

My study tested whether ancestry
effects are robust to measuring

trust using the Trust Game. Thisis a
decision-making experiment designed
by Berg, Duckhaut, and McCabe
(1995). Participants are randomly
divided into trustors and trustees, and
both groups are endowed with a $10
show-up fee. Each trustor can send any
integer amount of this $10 fee to an
anonymous trustee. The amount sent
is tripled before reaching the trustee.
The trustee can then send back any
guantity of this tripled amount. The

trustor benefits financially from trusting
only if the trustee is trustworthy and
returns more than the amount sent. The
proportion sent is measured as trust.
The proportion returned is measured as
trustworthiness.

I administered the Trust Game online
using Qualtrics and data was collected
on 248 subjects in July and August 2020.

This gave me valuable experience in
designing and running experiments,
which | will use for my PhD in Economics.
| plan to do this before going on to an
academic career in microeconomics.

In the UK only 15.5% of economics
professors are women according to
the Royal Economic society (RES). | am
keen to bring further representation
to economics and be a role model to
younger girls.

~
Don’t forget...if you are looking for sponsorship / financial support for a project similar to any of
those above, you too are welcome to apply for support...
The aim of the OKA funding is to support OKs and current pupils in their pursuit of an exceptional venture
which meets certain criteria, including:
- significantly helping others / charity work
- raising money for a worthy cause
- pursuit of a significant personal achievement.
Unfortunately the fund is not available for the extension of educational studies.
Further details can be found on our website: , or please contact the OKA Office:
01480 862223 / _
J
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Wearing the Association Colours

OKA MERCHANDISE

Cufflinks

Each pair comes in its own
presentation box and is available in
either a chain-link or T-bar fitting

Chain-link @ £30.00 per pair
T-bar @ £25.00 per pair

Ties
A choice of silk neckties or bow-ties

(ready tied) in the OKA stripe or with
our crest on a black background.

Striped bow tie @ £25.00
Striped necktie @ £18.00
Crested necktie @ £15.00

Socks @ £5.00

Scarf @ £12.50

Bobble Hat @ ¢15

Umbrella @ £20.00

Visit the Merchandise section of the OKA website at
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OKA ACCOUNTS

OKA Accounts - Year Ending 31 August 2020

Despite the level of expenditure resulting in a small deficit for the year ending August 2020, the OKA balance
sheet remains healthy.

As all OKA events are non-profit making, their cancellation in 2020 had no impact on the bottom line figures. The Association’s
income (through membership fees, sale of merchandise, donations and bank interest received) was slightly above that of the
previous financial year, however the continuing costs associated with running the Association and the increase in postage costs
and level of donations made to the OK Scholarship Trust Fund and to the sponsorship of OKs, led to a deficit of £3340 for the
year. All expenditure is focussed on moving the Assaciation forward and the OKA Committee are grateful that funds continue to
enable this.

The Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank Krista Alves, Deputy Bursar, for her guidance and support in
maintaining the OKA Accounts.

If you would like further details, or to view a full copy of the accounts, please get in touch with the OKA Office.

OKA Balance Sheet as at 31st August 2020

2020 2019
£61,165 Current Net Assets £65,190
Represented by:
£ 6,628 Bank Current Account £10,365
£ 2,696 Market Harborough Building Society £ 2,669
£17,372 Nationwide 1 £17,305
£30,296 Nationwide 2 £30,000
£ 4,178 OK Merchandise Value £ 4,850

P ETER Chartered

Certified

C H A N D LE R - CCA Uid Accountants

www_pelerchandler.co,uk

A big thank you to Peter Chandler - CCA Ltd of St Neots who voluntarily audited
the OKA accounts in 2020.
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OK LODGE

The OK Lodge of Freemasons tde o 7209

By John Hitchin, OK 71 (Lodge Secretary)

The Old Kimboltonians Lodge has had an ‘interesting’
2020 but, as with everyone else, there has been cause for
optimism.

This time last year | was able to report on seven very
happy and successful Old Kimboltonians Lodge Meetings
attended in total by some 400 Lodge members and their
guests. Our social occasions all assist with the charitable
giving that Freemasonry is known for, and | reported that
our donations included £3,300 to the OK Trust Fund, and
bursaries to an Old Kimbolton at the Guildhall School of
Music to assist her with her studies and to the daughter
of a member of School non-teaching staff who had so
tragically lost her father at the young age of 51 to help
her during her time at University.

This year’s report, unsurprisingly, is slightly reduced!

In 2020 the Old Kimboltonians Lodge only met twice,
once in February at St James’ Piccadilly and once locally
in St Ives for a socially distanced meeting with only 5
members present in line with Government guidelines. Under
Grand Lodge rules we were not permitted to hold a formal
dinner but 3 of those who attended the meeting did enjoy a
private dinner at the Wheatsheaf, Perry which was extremely
pleasant. |imagine the other diners wondered what was
going on when the three members turned up in DJs wearing
0ld Kimboltonian ties!

We were fortunate that our annual February Lunch went
ahead as planned (at that time there was no real worry about
‘this strange flu thing’) and we were thrilled to have the Prep
School Headmaster, Phil Foley, and his wife Caroline, attend as
guests of honour. Just over 100 members, guests and friends
attended and, with many people having connections with

the School, it was a truly Kimbolton School occasion. Phil
responded to a toast to the School and expressed his delight
with the occasion and especially thanked the Lodge for its
continuing support of the School.

Sadly the lunch ended up being our only sizeable event of
2020. The August Summer Dinner and Winter Ball planned
for November had to be cancelled, along with our meetings in
March, May and September.

However, the good news is that despite being a few thousand
pounds short on our usual income from the proceeds,
collections and raffles from our social occasions, the OK
Lodge has met in full all of its committed charitable giving
including the two bursaries of £250 as mentioned above and
an uplifted donation to the OK Trust Fund of £3,600. We're
delighted that, in total, the OK Lodge has been able to make
charitable donations in 2020 exceeding £7,000. In these
difficult times Charity is more important than ever.

These continuing donations were only made possible by an
extremely generous response to appeals to the Lodge’s 65
members who have given in total in excess of £4,000 over and

OK Lodge 2020 Meeting at St James’

above their normal regular donations.

| would stress at this point that neither Freemasonry in
general nor the Old Kimboltonians Lodge in particular are
Charities but both are very much ‘charitable’. Freemasonry is
about much more than supporting worthy causes.

If you are interested in finding out more or, indeed, joining
the OK Lodge, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. We
currently have four OKs waiting to join (with another two
‘possibles’), and we’d really like to add to that list. Our
members are aged between 19 and 80, so please don’t be put
off if you think that membership is limited to OKs of a certain
era!

Our social events are open to all, so if you would like to
find out more about what we have planned for 2021 (Covid
restrictions permitting), please get in touch with myself
(contact details below) and | will be delighted to give you
further details and add you to the ‘invite list’.

OK LODGE CONTACT DETAILS

Secretary John Hitchin

& 07702 597670
>4

[
L
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Pulls Ferry, Norwich
painted by Rodney aged 14 for his parents
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OKA EVENTS

Reunions and Events

Sadlv the OKA events planned for 2020 and the early part of 2021 had to be cancelled, but the government’s
roadmap to ease the lockdown restrictions does give us some hope that we will be able to host the 2021
Summer Reunion and Ball at the end of the Summer Term.

We will be going ahead with our plans for these events and have outlined the main information below; please have a look at our
website for full information and keep an eye on social media for updates.

Fingers crossed we will see many of you on the 3rd July!

2021 Summer Reunion & Ball - Saturday 3 July

The following activities are being planned for the day:

Sports fixtures vs the school teams
Tour of the Castle & school campus
Access to the Heritage Room and OK memorabilia

Bar & Refreshments

We are hoping to be able to have all our usual activities in place in the usual
format, however this will of course depend on whether any restrictions are still in
place in early July.

Please keep an eye on the Events section of our website, on social media and your
inbox for our updates.

Old Kimboltonians’ Association

Summer Ball

ay 3rd Ju

7.30pm - drinks reception followed by dinner, dancing & fireworks
12.30am - carriages

. e . . - % . Further d
lickets: A£50 (£5 discount for OKs who have left in the last 5 years) :

available from: _ ' 01480
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OK SPORT

An overview of the fixtures in 2020

Unsurprisingly the pandemic put pay to all OK sport last year apart from a few football matches and the golf day in the
Autumn Term. To provide additional reading we’ve included a look back at school sailing in the 1970s and put the spotlight on
one of the best footballers to have been at Kimbolton - Chris Powell (OK 60).

& George Wilson (OK 13)

O Mm———

It’s been a bit of a stop-start 12 months for Arthurian football
with lockdowns, regional tier changes, and the subsequent
pitch/referee availability following easing of government
restrictions.

/07411 101363

Prior to Covid the OKs had made a good start to 2020. We
reached the Arthur Dunn Cup % final for the first time in the
Club’s history, narrowly losing 2-1 to premier league side Old
Tonbridgians in a fantastic cup tie on a day when Storm Dennis
cancelled 95% of fixtures across the country... but not in
Kimbolton!

In the David Walcott Trophy (DWT) we knocked out Old
Westminster 1l 5-0 in the quarters, followed by Old Alleynians
11l in the Semis, winning 5-4 on penalties after 5-5 AET to
progress to the Club’s third final in as many years. Whilst in
the league (Division 4), we beat Old Stoics 8-3 towards the end
of February, putting us in a great place to secure automatic
promotion.

We all know what happened next; following the government
lockdown announcement on 16th March 2020, the FA decided
to postpone all grassroots football, leading to the cancellation
of the Arthurian League 2019/20 season, and a delay to our
DWT cup final.

Whilst the league season was voided and no autmomatic
promotion/relegation took place, it was decided in August
that there was to be a ‘realignment of the leagues’ for the
forthcoming season based on an average points per game
weighting, in which the OKs secured promotion for the second
season running!

Turning to September, after losing the first two league

games of the 2020/21 season in our new Division (3), the
OKs bounced back in the postponed DWT final, beating Old
Brentwood Il 4-1 in St Albans. Two goals from Allan Owen,
and one a piece from Sam Finday and Rob Holmes helped the
OKs to seal their first cup silverwarel... as well as a renewed

energy in the league with wins over Old Epsomians (2-1), Old
Tonbridgians Il (7-0) and Old Foresters Il (4-1).

Prior to Lockdown 2.0 the OKs played Old Aldenhamians in
Kimbolton on 31 October in Round 1 of the Arthur Dunn Cup.
The game went to extra time where it finished 1-1, before the
OKs thought they had ‘won’ a penalty shoot-out. However,

it later emerged that the tie should not have gone to pens,
but a replay! In keeping with the rules of the Arthur Dunn
competition the tie was indeed replayed...straight out of the
second lockdown away at Aldenham school on 5th Dec.

The OKs started the game strongly, linking up well, and
creating a wave of chances, but it was the home-side who
took the lead after converting a sublime free-kick. The OKs
responded well, with Henry Langley equalising before the
break with a shot/cross from the right-hand side of the box,
and then grabbing his second goal of the day, this time from
the pen spot, in the 80th minute of the game! “See it out”,
“two on the edge”, “don’t let it bounce” was very much the
motto in the dyeing embers of the game: with the Chairman,
Jon Hunter, having to come on for the injured Mark Klein to
see out the game; a goal line clearance from the Skipper;
and an outstanding slap over the crossbar from Johnny
Bowers helping secure a massive 2-1 victory. Into the next
round against Division 1 side, and 17x Dunn Cup winners,
Old Malvernians, which we hope will take place in mid-April
2021, as despite the 2020/21 league season inevitably being
abandoned we hope to see a return to Arthur Dunn and Junior
League cup football after Easter.

We would like to thank the School, Jonathan Belbin, Tony
Lawless, Chris Hope and the OKA for their constant support
of the Club, and Head Groundsman Joe Firby and his team for
their hard work ensuring we have a superb pitch to play on at
Kimbolton.

We hope the next year will see better times for all OKs, and
if you have fallen out of love with beautiful game over the
last couple of years or want something else to do with your
Saturdays in a post covid world, please do come and support
the boys in purple in 2021/22 (there’s no VAR!)

Yours in Sport,

George Wilson & Jonathan Hunter
(Club Captain) & (Club Chairman)


http://www.oks.co.uk/
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The DWT final winning OK team

Back (I-r): Dan Wright, Rory Fenton, Rob Holmes, Jacob Shortland, James Belbin, Tom Biddle, Jon Hunter
Front (I-r): Scott Irwin, Sam Findlay, Johnny Bowers, James Dunmore, George Wilson, Josh Eddon, Allan Owen, Jack Kenmir

8 charlie Gingell (0K 13)

We have no no cricket match to report on, but we do have
some exciting OK cricket news... an OK cricket team will be
taking part in the ‘Cricketer Trophy’ this year!

The ‘Cricketer Cup’ is a prestigious tournament conceived
in 1966 to support the idea of providing for public school
alumni the equivalent of the Arthur Dun for football. The

‘Cricketer Trophy’ is a sub-tournament played under this
umbrella, with the Cup looking to the most successful sides
in the Trophy when it is considering expansion of its own
competition. The participation of an OK team presents an
excellent opportunity to increase the profile of not only OK
cricket, but also the OKA and Kimbolton School.

Our first fixture is against Clayesmore Old Boys and will be
played at home, on the 1st XI pitch, on Sunday 13th June.

As with all OK sports fixtures, we'd love to see some support
on the day so we do hope that we will be able to welcome

spectators. Please keep an eye on your inbox and OK social
media for further updates.

If you are a cricketer and haven’t yet been contacted by Charlie to check
your availability for the games, please do get in touch with him.
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Charles Robinson (OK 76)
@& Tom Harrison (OK 68)

o

OK Golf Club Autumn Meeting

Fifteen OKs met on a sunny afternoon in September at
Luffenham Heath Golf Club near Stamford. It was good to
welcome some new faces: Colin Stokes and Ben Burton.

With the Spring Meeting cancelled due to lockdown we still
had 3 trophies to award. We decided on one for the front nine,
one for the back nine and one for the game.

The course was in excellent condition. Ben Burton won the
front nine with 17 point and claimed the John Will's Cup.
Michael Whitlock scored a creditable 18 point to win the
President’s Cup, Michael also won the Colin Robinson Cup with
a total score of 33 points.

After the match we had a brief, socially distanced, drink and a
round of sandwiches.

It is hoped that we will be able to have two meetings in 2021.
St Neots in early May and Hunstanton in September. Details
will be on the OK website as well as being sent to everyone
on our mailing list. If you would like join the list please email
Charles Robinson on:

OKA SPORT

Grafton Morrish Golf Competition

Every year the OKs compete in the Grafton Morrish Golf
Competition. This is a foursomes scratch event for former
pupils of independent schools. Teams play in regional
qualifying competitions in May, and the qualifiers then
compete in the finals held over two days on the Hunstanton
and Brancaster courses in October.

Covid-regulations permitting, the qualifiying competition is
scheduled to take place on

Sunday 16 May 2021

If you are a low handicapper (10 or under) and are available to
play in please get in touch with either:

Tom Harrison: /01223
893450 / 07860 960795, or
John Flack: | / 07807 771284

The OK Golf Club is open to all OKs
- whatever your handicap ...

= )

n Old Kimboltonians Golf

W e
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Castle Saloon Raﬂngs {credit: Rob Knell)
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hear Andre play in a club there. A great evening and one to be remembered.
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Andre was invited to the 1968 year group 50th reunion, but was unable

to travel due to his poor health. He instead met Paul Nieman for lunch
locally where this photo was taken.
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